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Our Church needs us
as never before
OUR ORDER exists to support the mission of

the Church.

�We give our entire loyalty to the Hierarchy and
the Clergy in all things appertaining to our Catholic
Faith.
�We pledge our support in spreading the Gospel,

and in helping Vocations to the Priesthood and
Religious Life.
�We learn, practise, and spread the Social

Teachings of the Church.
This is just a brief summary of the aims and

objectives of the Order, relating to our Catholic Faith,
in which we hold so dear, but always through the
Fundamental Virtues of Charity Unity, Fraternity.

Why have I stated this when we all clearly
understand our constitution and rules of the Order?

The reason is that our Church needs us as
never before because of the constant attacks on
the teachings of the Church, the shortage of
priests, and the moral decline of our society. 

Our children are bombarded with propaganda
through the media, and encouraged to live for today
and that anything goes. Marriage has been
downgraded, abortions are available on demand,
euthanasia is being campaigned for as a preferred

option for the most vulnerable people in our society.
The the list goes on an on as we all know.

Travelling around the Order as I have done these
past months, I have been able to meet members of
our Hierarchy and Clergy.

Repeatedly they they have told me that they
hold our Order in the highest regard, and that the
Church needs organisations like ours.

By the way we live our lives, and the fact that we
have access and can go into places that are denied
to the clergy we can make that difference, in
defending and promoting our Catholic Faith and
values.

We are an organisation that works for the Mission
of the Church.

If we are to continue and go forward to fulfill our
aims then we need a constant supply of new
members who are dedicated and willing to work and
achieve these objectives, which are so vital to the
future not only of the Order but to the advancement of
our Holy Mother Church. 

Each one of us is responsible for both
recruitment and retention within the Order. So let
us all go out and recruit those workers for the
vineyard.

�If we are to continue and go forward to fulfill our aims then we
need a constant supply of new members...� 

By JOHN DORAN, Supreme Knight

WELL, here I am, a Knight of
Saint Columba. How did it all
start?

For me it was wanting to do
more -  more for my parish,
more for my religion, more for
myself maybe. I only know that
just being a Sunday Catholic
wasn�t enough for me.

I tried helping the Union of
Catholic Mothers. After all, my
wife was a member and they
always seemed to need
someone to move the heavy
furniture in the hall prior to
their meetings. So this is what
I did until one evening, just
before their meeting started. I
had been helping them lay out
ready for a jumble sale,
(moving heavy furniture again),
when I was asked to leave. I
was amazed;; why should I

leave, I was helping wasn�t I?
Yes, I was told, but I wasn�t a
mother and so wasn�t welcome!
I was annoyed and upset
because I only wanted to help.

It was soon after this that a
recruitment drive for the
Knights was held in my Parish,
the Sacred Heart in Leckwith.
To be honest, up to this point I
had never heard of the KSC
and so was delighted to hear
that there was an organisation
of Catholic men that I could
join. I left my name and
address at the back of the
church and in due course was
visited by Bro Alan Brown and
Bro. Michael Driscoll, (who
later became a good friend and
is now, sadly, deceased). They
explained the background of
the KSC and invited me along

to a meeting. 
I was hooked! I joined

Council 402 and found that
this was somewhere I
belonged. I could do things, I
could help, I could make a
difference.

In due course I was elevated
to Knighthood Degree at a
Mass in Aberdare as a member
of a now defunct cell of my
Council. I was appointed to the
Action Committee and
eventually became Council
Action Convenor and Provincial
Action Convenor, a position I
held until becoming Grand
Knight of Council 402. I was
still helping all I could in my
Parish and was Chair and
Treasurer of the Social
Activities Committee, arranging
such events as bingo evenings,

By Pat McCarthy
Provincial Grand Knight, Province 20

...and this is why I joined the Order

Turn to page 8



The former Provincial Grand Knight of Province
20 (South Wales), Bro Paul O�Brien, has been
presented with the medal Pro Ecclesia et
Pontifice for his work with the KSC. But the
ceremony was not without its complications.  

The presentation
was about to take
place at St Albans,
Splott, Cardiff, by
Archbishop Peter
Smith of Cardiff
when it was
discovered that the
medal was missing:
the Archbishop
admitted that he
had forgotten to
bring it along. But
the problem was
quickly solved when
a replacement medal
was borrowed for
the ceremony from
KSC member Bro

Peter Sims-Coomber, a holder of the award, who
was in the congregation. Two days later,
Archbishop Smith returned to St Albans for
another engagement  and duly delivered the
medal and certificate.

Peter, a designer, has recently completed 25
years as church organist. Picture shows him
with his wife Ann and daughter Megan. 

THE Right Reverend Peter Doyle,
Bishop of Northampton, celebrated a
special jubilee Mass in the presence
of a packed congregation at St.
Thomas Aquinas Parish Church,
Bletchley, Milton Keynes. The Mass
marked the 50th anniversary of the
church�s opening and many of the
priests who had served in the parish
over the years returned to
concelebrate with him.

After the Mass, Bletchley Council
579 organised a celebratory parish
barbecue in the presbytery garden.
While the ladies took care of the
salad and savoury dishes the
Knights stood over the searing hot
coals and cooked the sausages,
hamburgers and chicken bits.

Bishop Peter said he thoroughly
enjoyed the food and the occasion
and he paid a special visit to the

Knights on �cooking duty� to thank
them.  

Picture shows the barbecue team
with the Bishop, from left: Lee
D�Mello, secretary; Wilston Dwarika,
past Grand Knight; Bishop Doyle;
John Owens, Chancellor; Arthur
Wyatt, Action Convenor; Mike Smith,
past Grand Knight and current
Provincial Grand Knight. Photo: Noel
Guina

Bletchley brothers get a severe grilling

Hitch at presentation
ceremony for Paul

THE DEATH occurred on
Tuesday June 5 of Bro
Edward William (Bill )
Hearne shortly before his
92nd birthday.
Bro Bill�s body
was received
into St Mary’s
Church,
Herringthorpe,
Rotherham on
Sunday June
11 and
Requiem Mass
was
concelebrated
the following
day by Fr. A
Hayne, Fr L
May, Fr. G Hurst and Fr. M
Trask. 

This was followed by
internment at East
Herringthorpe.  

The Reception and
Requiem were well attended
by brothers from the
Sheffield, Worksop and
Rotherham Councils and we

were especially pleased that
Brother Colin Spiller
travelled from Bradford at
very short notice to

represent Leeds
Province.

Over the
years Bro Bill
fulfilled many
roles in Council
and Province
and was
Chancellor of
Council 298 up
to his death.

The
photograph
(left) was taken
at a Mass

celebrated by Fr G. Hurst at
the Chantry Chapel,
Rotherham (known as The
Chapel on the Bridge). 

This was  to celebrate
Bill�s 90th Birthday at
which Bro Spiller presented
a KSC plaque to Bro Bill for
his service to the Council
and the Order.

Bro Bill was still Chancellor 
at the age of 91



ALTHOUGH Wiseman Council 137,
Essex, was marking the 80th
anniversary of its erection, at the
special celebration Mass, members
showed they were looking very
much to the future.

During Mass, five new  members
were admitted to the Order at
inauguration ceremony conducted
by the parish priest, Fr Maurice
Gordon and Grand Knight Bro

Ignatius Okolokwe. 
The Supreme Knight, Bro John

Doran (pictured with the new
members) and Mrs Doran and
officers of Brentwood Province 10
also attended.

Afterwards, during a buffet in the
nearby church hall, Bro John was
thanked for his attendance. 

He said: �I think it is important
that I get about the country as
much as I can to meet not just
officials of the Order but �ordinary�
members as well.�

Wiseman Council, based in
Walthamstow, north-east London,
was erected on April 26 1926, being

named after the former Archbishop
of Westminster, Cardinal Wiseman,
whose country residence was in
nearby Leyton. 

One of the council�s finest hours
came in 1995 after the parish
church of Our Lady and St George,
Walthamstow, was burned down.
Members helped to set up the
parish hall for use as a temporary
church and when the magnificent

new building was ready, purchased
and fitted the new man doors for
the church. 

As there was little time to acquire
funds for such an expensive
acquisition, the council borrowed
the money from the KSC�s Head
Office - paying it back in just six
months.

�Wiseman Council is very proud
of its long history and we are an
active council. That is why we are
continually looking to the future
and working to increase our
membership,� said treasurer and
action convenor Bro Chris
Fitzgerald.

�Wise men� look to the future
New members  as Essex Council celebrates 80th anniversary

THE annual Southern Area
pilgrimage to the Carmelite
Friary at Aylesford, Kent, is
always one of the highlights
of the KSC diary in the south
of England - and this year
was no exception.

A congregation estimated at
about 1,500 assembled at
the open air shrine for Mass
which, on this occasion, was
celebrated by the Auxiliary
Bishop of Westminster, the
Rt Rev Bernard Longley.

Bishop Longley, a KSC
Member of Honour, also
presided at a ceremony

during Mass when 15
members were raised to full
knighthood. The Supreme
Knight, John Doran, and the
Immediate Past Supreme
Knight, Tony Doherty, also
took part in the ceremony.
Several other members of the
Board of Directors attended.

Said a spokesman: �The
pilgrimage has long been an
important event for us. This
year, attendance was well up
on recent years and this was
very heartening.�

Full Knighthood
ceremony 
as Aylesford
pilgrimage
draws large 
congregation
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LEYLAND - KSC Club. lounge bar, games room, TV,
Bingo. Open lunchtime and nightly. Visiting Brothers
welcome. Fleetwood St., Leyland, Lancs.
MOODIESBURN - KSC (Cl. 525) Club. Lounge, games
room, TV, Bingo, Dancing. Open daily. Visiting Brothers
welcome. Off A 80 Moodiesburn. Tel. Glenboig 874953.
BLANTYRE -KSC (Cl. .490) Columba Club. Open every day .
Lounge, games room, concert hall. All brothers welcome.
Carlowrie Avenue, Blantyre. Tel. 820228.

RENFREW - Cl. 150 Columba club. 3 Clyde St. Bar, TV, pool,

snooker, dancing. Bingo. Open daily Monday to Thursday

evenings only. Tel. 0141 886 4079.

BARRHEAD - KSC 429 Columba Club. Open every

evening. Sat. & Sun. Dancing & Bingo. Visiting Brothers

most welcome. Tel. 0141 881 4889.

CARDIFF - KSC Cl. 402 Club bar. TV, Bingo. Open daily.

Visiting Brothers welcome. 88 Llandaff Road, Canton, Cardiff

CARITAS CLUB - AIRDRIE COUNCIL 100. New Lounge

Bar open Friday-Saturday-Sunday-Monday. Open all day

Saturday and Sunday. Sing-a-long Sunday evening in function

hall Brothers and friends welcome Tel: 01236 - 765795

TOP TIES � can supply ties for individual Knights of St
Columba Councils. The ties will bear the KSC emblem
and the name and number of the Council. For more
details please contact Bro. Max L. Paul. Phone/Fax
01983 75 6767. Top Ties, Marlborough House, Gate
Lane, Freshwater, Isle of Wight PO40 9QB
NEW FOREST - Relax in our spacious home. B/B to
high standard. Ground floor suite suitable for
wheelchairs, New Milton, 1 mile from sea. Tel. 01425
613515.
BLACKPOOL - �Newlyn�, Family-run Hotel, North

Shore area, Bro.Ken and Sheila Hargreaves. Tel/ Fax

01253-353230. newlyn.hotel@virgin.net
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The Grand Knight of Province 4, Newcastle,
David McNeill, was married earlier this year -
he is believed to have been the first PGK to be
married while in office. His bride was Theresa
Helesfay of Lowestoft. 

David (a widower since 2001) & Theresa (a
widow since 2003) met on the annual KSC
pilgrimage to Notre Dame de Boulogne
organised by East Anglia Province in August
2005. 

The ceremony was conducted by Fr Eric
Woodhead � Theresa�s parish priest at Our
Lady Star of the Sea in Lowestoft and chaplain

to Lowestoft Council of the KSC.  
The Nuptial Mass was a Solemn High Mass

in the Tridentine Rite, with Fr Michael Brown
as Celebrant, Fr Woodhead as Deacon and Fr
Shaun Swales as Sub Deacon.  David�s friend
Fr John Farrell OP, of St Dominic�s Priory,
Newcastle preached the sermon.  

A number of parishioners and Knights from
Lowestoft travelled to the wedding, which was
attended, by family, friends & brother Knights
from Province 4.  

The Schola Gregoriana of Northumbria, the
Rudgate Singers and Felling Male Voice
Choir, of which David has been a member for
almost 30 years, provided the music. David�s
daughter Karen Marie acted as his best �man�
while his granddaughters Cecilia Marie &
Caitlin Victoria were ushers together with
friends of Theresa from Lowestoft.  

Guest were asked not to give presents but
instead to make a donation, the proceeds
being divided between the Little Sisters of the
Poor & the window fund at Our Lady Star of
the Sea, Lowestoft.  More than £1,000 was
received.

David and Theresa would like to thank all
who sent greetings or arranged Masses.

Boulogne pilgrimage
ends in marriage for
David and Theresa

�GRANDAD, What did you do in the fighting
in 2006?�

�Do you mean the Gulf war?� I asked my
eldest grandson.

�No I mean your fighting as a Knight. You
are still in the Knights of Saint Columba
aren�t you?�

�Yes, I have a gold medal for 50 years
membership. What fighting do you mean?�
I asked.

�Well in 2006 everything started to go
wrong in society and you as a Knight must
have been in the fight to prevent this,� he
replied

�Can you be a little more specific please?�
I asked him.

�Well in 2006 moves to allow
euthanasia on demand started,
pornography came into main stream
cinema, people started to be self-centred,
self-gratification and self-indulgence
were promoted and the country became
a missionary country in all but name.
What did you do as a Knight to
counteract these?�

I thought for a while and replied, �We
discussed these at our council meetings
and we once put a poster up in church
asking people to write to the House of
Lords objecting to Lord Joffe�s Bill. We
asked our secretary to write complaining
about some films. Head Office sent us
loads of information sheets which we
discussed. We tried our best but society
had moved on and we felt we couldn�t fight
progress.�

By Bernard Holden 

�Knights are supposed to fight and not give in 

Grandad,
what did
you do in
the war?



�But Grandad, Knights are supposed to
fight and not give in. What did you do
about influencing things? Did you get
members to stand for the local Council, to
become magistrates, or become school
governors?�

� Most of our members are too old to get
involved with these things. We had two
magistrates once but they were thrown off
when they reached 70,� I replied rather
shame-faced.

�Too old!� he said. �Why are your members
too old? Have you no young people as
members? What support did you give to the
parish and in this way get younger men
involved?�

Rather aggressively I answered him:
�Younger men are too involved with their
work and would rather spend their leisure
time in other activities. Remember it was
you who talked about people being self-
centred; resulting in many youngsters, like
yourself, thinking that religion is irrelevant
in their lives.

�Did you not consider working in
partnership with the clergy and promoting
the Knights in that manner.� he threw back
at me changing the subject rather quickly.

After a moments reflection I replied: �The
priest always seemed to be interested in
other things and was more concerned with
finance and buildings and always gave the
impression of being too busy.�

My grandson was quiet for a while as
though he was embarrassed at my
answers.

�Grandad, I know very few of my age
group go to Mass but we had lessons at
school about the Holy Spirit and how he
supports what often seem to be impossible
projects. Did you not believe in him in
2006?�

I found it difficult to answer him and he
paused a while as though collecting his
thoughts.

�Grandad, at University they talk to us
about performance management, strategies
and action plans which identify and
measure the progress you make in
achieving your strategy targets. I see from
your publicity leaflets on the top of your
wardrobe that you do have objectives. Did
you never try to measure your
achievements as a council against those
objectives?�

�We didn�t know a lot about all that
mumbo jumbo. We just wanted to get on
with the job,� I said with rather a superior
tone.

�Fewer vocations, more children born out
of wedlock, communities in conflict,
sexually transmitted disease on the
increase, cohabitation commonplace, same
sex marriages, single parents with children
all by different fathers, falling Mass
attendance. Are these the areas you
addressed and supported the clergy in
combating?� he said in a rather
condescending manner, which gave me a
distinct feeling that he thought we had
somehow failed with �our getting on with
the job�.

�Hang on,� I said. �You don�t realise the
strength of the media who promote ideas
for material gain, the minorities who create
pressure groups to get their own way, and
there is money to be had by people who
encourage youngsters to drinking to excess
and to take drugs.�

�Grandad,� he said, � I do realise these
things, but the Knights in 2006 seem to be
like a sleeping giant who could do so much
if only someone could wake him up. Look
at what they have done, and I give them
credit for that, but also look at what they
could do if they did live up to and adopt
the themes of charity, unity and fraternity.

�These words are our motto, and we do a
lot of work for charity and many people in
our order see that as their vocation.� I
countered.

�Grandad, he said rather quietly, �if you
could go back to 2006 again would you
have done things differently?�

After a few minutes I said: �With
hindsight it is easy to see mistakes you
have made. Perhaps we couldn�t see the
wood for the trees and the big picture
was somehow blurred by our own
memories of how things used to be and
our reluctance to accept the changing
world and we found comfort in the ritual
and procedures that had very little
relevance or impact on the community.�

�Grandad, you haven�t answered the
question I asked. Would you go back and
try to influence society a little more than
you did?�

�If I could I would but we only get the
chance to influence 2006 once and
perhaps we as knights failed to grasp that
chance.�

With a slow shake of his head my
grandson slowly walked away.

�The author is Grand Knight of Council 188.

- or at least that�s what my young grandson tells me...



BROTHER John Campolini,
a former member of the
KSC Board and currently
Southwark Provincial
Officer for Membership and
Development, has been
presented with a certificate
from the Lord Chancellor
marking 25 years� service as
an Inner London
Magistrate. 

Brother John was
appointed as a magistrate
in 1981 and since that time
has served in Youth and
Family Courts, being
appointed as a Youth Court
Chairman in 1998. He is
currently a presiding
Justice at Camberwell
Green Magistrates Court,
dealing with juvenile crime
in the Boroughs of
Southwark, Lewisham and
Lambeth.

Camberwell Green is one
of the busiest Courts in
Britain and Europe and
currently runs at least three
and sometimes four Youth
Courts every day.
Magistrates deal with over
95% of all Court work in
England and there is

currently a recruitment
campaign to increase the
number of magistrates. 

If any Brother is
interested in becoming a
magistrate, Brother John
says he will be happy to
have a brief chat with them
and explain what is
required. It is a way for
Catholics to take part in
public life.

�For many years before
and after the second world
war, Southwark Province
ran its own scheme to
encourage brothers to take
part in public life, by
becoming magistrates, local
councillors, school
governors, officers in trades
union, political parties,
cooperative societies and
voluntary service councils.

It was a called Scheme A
and was led by the late
redoubtable Brother George
Bennett, who was himself a
senior magistrate, full time
director of a Co operative
Society and a school
governor. He died suddenly
in 1979. 

By Don Lonergan

Award for Bro John
after 25 years�
service as 
London magistrate

Encouraging members to take part in public life

IS THIS a record? At the age of 94, Bro
Raymond McCarrick (above left), is still in
office with the Knights of St Columba.

In fact, Bro Raymond has one of the more
exacting jobs in Darwen (Lancs) Council 149
- that of Action Convenor. 

His long and active service to the Order
was marked at a special Mass in St Ann�s
Church, Accrington, when he was presented
with a special merit award by the Provincial
Grand Knight of Province 21, Bro Peter
Greenhalgh (right). 

Bro Peter said: �Raymond is a truly
remarkable character and fully intends
going on and on.�

Bro Raymond joined the KSC in 1948 and
has held all offices at Council and Provincial
level, and was nominated twice for the
Board of Directors. 

He was a altar �boy� when Pope John Paul
I visited Britain some years ago.

Fittingly, at the Accrington Mass at which
Bro Peter was honoured, three brothers
were elevated to full knighthood and one
was admitted into the Order. 

dances and  cheese and wine
evenings. It was at this time my
parish purchased the old pews from
St Mary�s, Bridgend, and it was
Brothers from Bridgend and Pencoed
Council who helped move them, a
real display of Knights in
Brotherhood and Action. We could
never have done it without them.
Thanks again Brothers. 

I think my years as Action

Convenor were the happiest I have
had and I look back to that time
with a certain nostalgia. But then
came the position of Grand Knight,
and now Provincial Grand Knight. 
When I joined I never aspired to the
giddy heights, but as a Knight I
promised to do all I could and when
I was nominated for these positions I
was proud, albeit nervous, to accept.
I am now in my second year as

Provincial Grand Knight and still
can�t really believe it. Without the
support of my fellow Knights in all
Councils of the Province I would
never have been able to carry out the
duties of this office and would like to
take this opportunity to thank each
and every one of you, and I ask that
you all continue to assist me and
keep me in your prayers. 

WHY I JOINED THE KSC (Continued from Page 3)



Best feet forward: members and
friends of Liverpool�s Council 9
looking remarkably fresh at the start
of their annual sponsored walk from
the famous Pier Head, (seen in the
background) along the banks of the
River Mersey to St Austin�s Church,
Aigburth. 

Last year, the Council raised over
£2,000 for the Partners in Health
National Project. This year, they
were hoping to exceed this.amount. 

All proceeds this year will go
towards helping to send sick
children to Lourdes from the
Liverpool area. 

ST JOSEPH�S Pastoral Centre,
Hendon - the Westminster
Diocesan Agency for people
with learning difficulties -
organised a Mass at
Westminster Cathedral for
people with learning
difficulties, their families and
friends. 

The Mass was concelebrated
by the Archbishop of
Westminster, Cardinal
Cormac Murphy O�Connor
and Bishop Bernard Longley.
The picture, taken at the
Cathedral prior to the Mass,
shows members of the KSC
who assisted in the
arrangements. 

From left to right: John
Boniface, Immediate Past
Provincial Grand Knight Prov
11; John Booth, Grand Knight
Letchworth and Baldock Co
529; Alex Rebello, Deputy
Grand Knight Letchworth and
Baldock Co 529; Richard
Ashcroft, PAC  Prov 29; and
Fred Harkin KSG,  Past

Provincial Grand Knight Prov
11. 

Bro Tony Wood  (not
shown), Grand Knight Bishop
Stortford Co 565, drove a
coach containing residents
from St Elizabeth�s Centre,
Much Hadham to the Mass -
St Elizabeth�s Centre cares for
people with epilepsy.  Bros
Boniface and Ashcroft are
members of the St Joseph�s
management committee.

Knights in action for special Mass 
at Westminster Cathedral

MEMBERS of the Knights
of St Columba gathered
at Liverpool Metropolitan
Cathedral of Christ the
King in June for one of
the most solemn events
in the KSC�s calendar.

This was the National
Mass for the Deceased of
the Order which is held
at the Cathedral every
two years.

The Books of
Remembrance were
carried in procession to
the altar, where Mass was
celebrated by the Order�s
Ecclesiastical Adviser,
the Rt Rev  Malcolm
McMahon, Bishop of
Nottingham. He was
accompanied by several
priests and deacons.

As Mass ended, a
presentation ceremony was
held at which the Order
presented the Cathedral
with a cheque. The money
was to defray the costs of
the Columba Chapel
situated there.

The congregation
included a contingent of
about 50 from Scotland
and afterwards they and
other brothers were
guests at a special dinner
followed by
entertainment at Our
Lady of Good Help,
Wavertree.

The Grand Knight of
Liverpool Province 2, Bro
Stephen Laffan said:
�The job of organising
this event falls on our
Province and it is always
a big task. Our team was
headed by our
Spirituality and Welfare
Officer, John Hamilton,
and I have to say that he
and his team did a
magnificent job.�

KSC members
gather once
more in
Liverpool to
pray for the
deceased 
of the Order



TTHE preparations had
been carefully made as the
pilgrims left the church in
Essex to make the long
journey to the little Scottish
island of Iona, where once
St Columba lived. 

More than 40 pilgrims
were aboard the coach,
among them the Parish
Priest of St Augustine�s
Church, Springfield,
Chelmsford, Fr Frank
Jackson, and at first
everything seemed to be
going well. 

On the way, the party, led
by KSC members from
Chelmsford, enjoyed a tour
round York Minister and
later were able to attend
Mass celebrated by Fr
Frank in the Cathedral at
Oban.

So far, so good. Then
came the whole focus of
the pilgrimage as members
of the party readied
themselves for the last leg

of the journey across the
island of Mull to the ferry
crossing at Fionnphort. 

But the skies were
looking threatening and, as
they drove across the
island to Fionnphort, the
wind rose and the rain
came down in torrents. 

At Fionnphort, the
weather was no better
and, within sight of the
abbey on Iona, the
pilgrims were told that
the ferry  had been
cancelled.

�We were disappointed
but resigned to the fact that
we were not going to reach
Iona on this trip,� said one
of the party.

With accommodation
booked elsewhere and the
driver�s rest-day to
consider, there was nothing
for it but to head
immediately back to Oban

where  Mass was
celebrated by Fr Frank in
the hotel. Later they visited
Fort William for Mass at St
Mary�s Church there before
finally heading towards
England again.

The journey home
brought one highlight - a
visit to Lincoln Cathedral,
where the party received a
warm welcome from the
clergy there. 

�The Cathedral was a
fitting venue for the last
Mass of this unusual
pilgrimage,� the
spokesman said. 

�And even though we
failed to reach Iona, the
whole week was a
wonderful spiritual
experience, with all the
pilgrims participating in the
preparation and celebration
of the Masses. 

�A great spirit of
friendship developed
between us.� 

�We were so near and yet so far!�

More that 50 join KSC visit to St Columba�s Isle...

THE first national pilgrimage organised
by the Knight of St Columba to St
Columba�s island, Iona, has been a
great success - so much so that there
are now plans to repeat it every two
years.

One of those who took part said: �It
was a wonderful experience both in
terms of good fellowship and
spirituality. I am glad that it won�t be
the last.�

About 50 people took part in the
event which was organised mainly by
the KSC�s head office chief
administrator, Kathy Welsh. The

pilgrimage was led by the Supreme
Knight, John Doran, and among those
also present were the Deputy Supreme
Knight, Jonjo McDonagh and two
former Supreme Knights, Tony Doherty
and Tony Britten.    The weekend
pilgrimage included a full day on Iona
where Mass was celebrated in the
Abbey before a packed congregation.
Afterwards, many took advantage of
glorious summer weather to explore
some of the island where St Columba
and his 12 companions landed after
crossing from Ireland by curragh on the
eve of Pentecost, May 12, 563.

GREAT SUCCESS FOR
NATIONAL PILGRIMAGE

...but the weather beats these pilgrims on their journey to Iona

�An Easter
Poster
campaign by
Council 117
Peckham
raised a total
of £828.20 to
support the
charitable
work of the
Council. 

�More than
50 people
attended a
senior
citizens�
annual party
organised by
Council 266
Streatham.
The event
was
organised by
Brother John
Taylor. 



ON TUESDAY the 16th May it
was the feast day of St,
Athanasus who lived in the 4th
century (from 295 to 375).
Athanasus   is not a man we
come across very often but he is
one of the most important
teachers of the early church. He
played a leading part at the
council of Nicea in 325. The
Nicene Creed we recite at Mass
takes its name from that
Council; �God from God Light
form Light, true God from true
God, begotten not made, of one
being with the Father�.

Why should I be so
interested in him? What makes
him topical? The Da Vinci Code.
There is little doubt that it has
hit a cultural nerve. Had the
book remained no more than a
good novel it would not have
created the controversy that it
has stirred up. The author has
moved from fable and fiction to
believing that some of the story
he wrote is true. There are three
main claims he makes: 

�Jesus Christ was
married to Mary Magdalene
�The four gospels were

chosen from among several
that existed in the fourth
century, the century when St
Athanasius lived,  because
they presented Jesus as
divine, 
�The divinity of Jesus

became orthodoxy by a close
vote at the council of Nicea in
AD 325. 

Dan Brown�s story is that
many of the Church knew
Jesus was married and, to
protect his divinity, conspired
to keep it secret. The plot of the
story is how they did so. But as

always, half truths, like half
bricks, go much further, which
why the novel is so popular.
People believe the half truth is
the whole truth. 

I cannot go deeply into all
three of his mistaken views;
space won�t allow. But...

Jesus was not married to
Mary Magdalene. The case
against his being married is far
stronger than the evidence Dan
Brown offers. 

To argue that early Church
tried to disguise the fact
because it would have proved
he wasn�t divine is plainly
wrong. Had Jesus been married
would no more have called his
divinity in question than that
he was single. 

The church has always
professed the full humanity of
Jesus and the status of
marriage would fit in nicely with
such a claim. 

Dan Brown then is basing his
argument on the false
assumption that the church

was trying to cover it up.
The question of the

emergence of the four gospels
as we now have them is more
involved and I can only say this.
The novel claims that the four
New Testament Gospels were
chosen late, to be part of the
Bible because they had a divine
Jesus as opposed to other
gospels that had a human
Jesus. 

It is a fact that St Athanasius
is the first authority who lists
the 27 books of the New
Testament as we have them
today. That was in AD 367. 

What Dan Brown doesn�t say
is that the four Gospels
themselves were already
accepted ages before, by the
year 200; the year 367 doesn�t
mean to say they were only
chosen then. 

Besides, the other gospels -
and this is the real weakness in
his argument - actually makes
Jesus more
divine than
the ones we
have. They
relate how
he did
t h i n g s
l i k e
m a k e
c l a y
birds as
a child
a n d
m a d e
them become alive.
Brown�s description of these
other Gospels is quite
misleading and not to be taken
for gospel.

I come now to the main
point of Dan Brown�s

By Fr, Eric Woodhead of 
Our Lady Star of

the Sea, Lowestoft.

DA VINCI CODE IS ONLY
FOR THE GULLIBLE

The Da Vinci Code hits a cultural nerve...but approach it with scepticism
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