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Let us know about your local Council
activities. Articles and photographs for the
magazine are welcome and should be sent,
in the first instance, to the KSC Head
Office. 
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The Knights of St Columba is an Order of
practising Catholic laymen.  We exist to
support the mission of the Catholic
Church and to work for the spiritual and
material good of members and their
families. 
We  work for the moral and social welfare
of our country and, in particular, to help
young people develop in the likeness of
Christ. 
We strive to achieve these aims through
the fundamental virtues of Charity, Unity
and Fraternity. 
You can find out more about joining by
contacting our Head Office at

75 Hillington Rd South
Glasgow
G52 2AE
Tel :0141 883 5700
Fax: 0141 882 5703
email: headoffice@ksc.org

THE annual Supreme Council of the Knights of St
Columba - the Order�s governing body - was held at the
Central Hotel Glasgow, on the weekend of October 6-8. 

In three packed days, more than eighty members from
throughout England, Wales, Scotland and the Channel
Isles discussed a wide range of business - from head
office dues and membership figures to our work with pro-
life organisations and efforts to inject more spirituality
into Council meetings.

An important feature was the election of members of
the 10-strong Board of Directors, whose task is to run
order in accordance with the wishes of the Supreme
Council. 

For the Supreme Knight, John Doran, who was elected
at last year�s meeting, this was his first Supreme Council
in the chair. Afterwards he said he felt that it had gone
reasonably well and that foundations had been laid for
the Order to go forward.

However, Bro John, and many other members,
continued to stress during the weekend that even greater
efforts were needed to recruit new members - and retain
the ones we have - to halt the Order�s decline in
membership, which now stands at 5,623.

But it was not all work. One of the social highlights
was, as usual, the Supreme Council banquet on the
Saturday evening. Guests included the Bishop of
Motherwell, Bishop Joseph Devine, an old friend of the
KSC, and representatives of the Irish Knights of St
Columbanus.

A cheque for £17,500 was also presented to two
representatives of the Samaritans, the focus of the
Order�s current National Action Project. The money was
the first instalment of what is hoped will be a record total
when the Project ends in two years time.   

The weekend had begun with  the James McCardle
Memorial Lecture which was given this year by Paul
Chitnis, chief executive of the Scottish International Aid
Fund - SCIAF. 

It ended with Mass in the conference hall celebrated by
the Order�s new spiritual adviser, the Bishop of
Nottingham, the Rt Rev Malcolm McMahon. Bishop
McMahon had spoken warmly during the weekend of his
KSC links - he was a member of the Order before
becoming a priest - and of his delight at enjoying the
Order�s fellowship once more.

Co-celebrants at the Mass were three Provincial
Chaplains who attended the weekend�s meetings
throughout - Fr David Duane (Province 6 Cumbria), Fr
Leslie Knight (Province 10 Brentwood) and Fr Frank
Gerrard (Province 37 North Wales). 

So how would one sum up the weekend? As members
packed their bags and prepared to scatter to the four
corners of Britain and the Channel Islands, they will have
been encouraged and inspired by the spiritual messages
of Bishop McMahon and Fr Knight (who made a
particularly effective contribution to the debate). But they
will have been in no doubt that if the Order is to continue
to survive - let alone flourish - they must redouble their
efforts to attract new members. As the Supreme Knight
said, the Order is �at a crossroads.�0

Which road will it take? 

At the crossroads:
but which way will
the Order take?
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THE ELECTION of the
Board of Directorss at
this year�s Supreme
Council resulted in
three members leaving
the ten-strong board. 

Among those
departing was Bro
Richard Mitchell after
ten years on the board
and nine years as
treasurer. In his
farewell address, he
stressed that his time
on the board had been
a �wonderful
experience�. He pledged
his full support for the
Order in future. 

He will take over, at
least as a temporary
measure, as auditor
following the retirement
of Bro Jim McCleod of
Paisley. Bro Jim, a
holder of the Columba
Medal, is leaving
because of ill health.

The new treasurer
is Bro Eddie Alcock,
a member of Council
302 Chelmsford,
who held the
treasurer�s position
some years ago. In
the absence of other
candidates for the
post, he is being
drafted onto the
board to replace Bro
Richard.

Another departure is
Bro David Shetcliffe,
one of the younger
members. He has made
no secret of his
frustration at what he
sees as the Order�s

failure to adopt new
ideas but he has also
pledged his continuing
support for the KSC. 

Bro Hugh Carroll, the
recording secretary, was
defeated in the elections
for the contested seats.

He is replaced by Bro
Harry Welsh.

In addition to Bro
Eddie as Treasurer, new
faces on the board are
Scotsman Bro Pat
McGarry, a retired
policeman who is Grand
Knight of Province 27
Paisley, and Bro David
O�Neill, a retired bank
manager and enthusiast
for the Latin mass. Bro
David is  from
Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 

Three depart in
elections for 
Board of Directors

Treasurer, recording secretary among those leaving

Will
Gallagher,
Spirituality
and Welfare

Fred Stacey
Membership
and
Development

Eddie Alcock
Treasurer

Harry Welsh,
Recording
Secretary

Pat McGarry

David O�Neill

Pictures: Top left: Supreme Knight Jiohn Doran is
invested for a second year by former SK Bro Tony
Britten. Above, top, the Supreme Knight invests Bro
Jonjo McDonagh (Action and Youth and Deputy
Supreme Knight) and Bro Bertie Grogan.
Below: the three who are leaving the Board: from left,
Hugh Carroll (Recording Secretary), David Shetcliffe
and Richard Mitchell (Treasurer)

Rt Rev
Malcolm
McMahon,
Ecclesiastical
Adviser

Tony Doherty
Immediate

Past Supreme
Knight




















































